appeared; three weeks after Hitler's seizure of Austria, it said
that the idea of a German invasion of Austria was a bogy of the
English imagination, a thing highly improbable. One of my
reviewers urged me to retire to the country and read it. In the
newspapers the innocent abroad still raised his voice to heaven,
crying shame on all men who cast doubt on the peaceful
intentions of Hitler.

But I found the individual Englishman and Englishwoman
at last awake to the dangers that threaten. I sat at three
luncheon tables and heard my hostess talking uneasily of air
raids, making plans for a retreat to the country.

You cannot say that your dictators do not warn you. I took
up my newspaper to read that Mussolini was promising his
Senators soon to lead Italy in another victorious campaign,
that in a public speech he warned all Italians who could to
leave the towns and cities and organize their lives in the
country.

But if you want confirmation of what I have told you in this
book turn to any of your newspapers for the week ending April
24th, 1938. For years you have been told that you have nothing
to fear in the air, that the stories about Germany's vast super-
iority overhead are the vapourings of alarmists. In 1934
Stanley Baldwin announced England's determination to have
an air force which, in first line strength, should be the equal
of'any within striking distance of these shores9. Now, in 1938,
you are at length told that, instead of this equality, your infer-
iority in the air has been increasing every day, so that a British
Mission has to be sent hotfoot to America, in this English April,
to try and buy quickly American machines to fill up a little of
the gap. While you are slowly negotiating these purchases,
great new aircraft factories are springing up in Austria to swell
the enormous German air fleets; to-morrow the Czechoslovak
factories may be turned to the same purpose.

I can only wish for you, and for myself, that the luck of the
muddler holds good, that we have yet a little time to make good
some of what has been neglected.
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